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Special Conference 

To Prepare for 

Election 2007
“Being Part of the Action”

Election 2007
“Being Part of the Action”

Royal Dublin Hotel 
Monday, April 2nd 2007

10.30am – 4.30pm

The programme will consist of presentations:
● By keynotes speakers 
● Exchange of best practice 
● Preparation for elections  

Keynote speakers:  
● Ms. Mary Davis  – “Making a Difference”

Chairperson, Taskforce on Active Citizenship and 
C.E.O. Special Olympics, Ireland

● Ms. Rachel English – “Constituencies, Candidates, Voters”
R.T.E. – Broadcaster “The Constituency” (current programme)

Workshop:  
“Developing a Strategy to Promote Increased 
Voter Participation”

● Morning coffee and light lunch provided.   
● Copies of workshop material will be available.   
● Places limited.

N.B. Please confirm your attendance by completing the attached slip before 
Tuesday, March 13th 2007 and return it to The Vincentian Partnership for
Social Justice, Ozanam House, 53 Mountjoy Square, Gardiner Street, Dublin 1

Telephone: 01 8780425  Fax: 01 8780423 

Email: vpj@eircom.net Websites: www.vpsj.ie  www.vote.ie 

Making
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Rights and 
Responsibilities

Issues-
Health Care
Environment

More Issues-
Childcare
Income

Power for
Change
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Conference - Election 2007 
‘Being Part of the Action’ 

April 2nd 2007 
10.30  Registration and Coffee  
 
11.00 Welcome and Introduction   

 
11.10    Making a Difference    - Ms. Mary Davis, Chairperson Task Force           

on Active Citizenship, CEO, Special Olympics Ireland 
 
11.25 Constituencies           - Ms. Rachel English, Journalist, RTE 
 
11.50   Questions and Answers 
 
12.15     Sharing Best Practice   -  Ms. Mary Flanagan, Co-ordinator 
             Clare Reading and Writing Scheme Adult Education Centre. 
 
12.40     Sharing Best Practice    -  Mr.Stephen Flitton, Development Officer   
                                          Warrenmount CED Centre. 
   
1.00 Lunch 
 
1.50 Presentations EAPN 
 
2.00  Experience of Working with Different Groups – Sr. Phyllis Lee DC, VPSJ  
 
2.10  Linking a Photographic Project with Active Citizenship –  
                 Discovery Centre, Darndale – Mary Corrigan.  
 
2.20 Strategies – Presentation – Bernadette Mac Mahon DC, VPSJ  
                  
2.50        Introduction to Website www.vote.ie -   Ms. Carina Fitzgerald,  
                Development Officer, VPSJ   
 
3.10        Developing Strategies – Round Tables  
 
3.40        Feedback 
 
4.00        Concluding Remarks – Evaluation     



Election 2007 Preparation 
‘Being Part of the Action’ 

 
 
On April 2nd 2007, the VPSJ held their 3rd national conference in 

the Royal Dublin Hotel, O’ Connell Street Dublin. The 

conference was very well attended by over 100 people from all 

parts of Ireland representing many different organisations. It was 

a very enjoyable day with interesting speakers and lots of 

discussion at the round tables. The focus of the conference was Election 2007 which was 

imminent, although on the day of the conference,  the Election Date of May 24th had not yet 

been announced. Bernadette Mac Mahon DC, director of VPSJ opened the conference and 

welcomed everybody. This was followed by very interesting talks from the two guest 

speakers, Mary Davies CEO, Special Olympics and Rachel English, journalist from RTE 

Radio 1. Their presence was a great encouragement for people who work in communities in 

disadvantaged areas and who are committed to the promotion of active participation of 

these communities in the democratic electoral system. 

 

Mary Davies spoke mainly about the Active Citizenship Taskforce of which Bernadette 

was also a member. Her overview of the recommendations of the Task Force was 

particularly valued.  Many participants said Mary’s appointment as Chairperson of the new 

Committee to implement the recommendations gave them all reassurance that there will be 

implementation and development.  Mary’s words and presence affirmed and enlightened 

everyone present. Rachel English who presented a weekly programme on RTE Radio 1 

called the constituencies, spoke about her travels throughout the country and she had some 

interesting observations. She spoke about the commuter belt and people who have moved 

from Dublin to counties such as Louth, Kildare and Meath. This exodus from Dublin has 

happened mostly since the last Election in 2002. It is unknown if these people will vote and 

who they will vote for or even if some continue to vote in their original constituencies in 

Dublin. Rachel also spoke about changes in some of the constituencies and the new 

constituencies for this Election and the changes these could bring. She had many amusing 

anecdotes from her travels. All found it very informative, interesting as well as most 

relevant to our work. Rachels’ lively approach and sense of humour engaged all the 

participants and all admire the depth of Racel’s knowledge. After these key note speakers, 

there was time for a buzz session around the tables and then there was an opportunity to ask 

questions of Mary and Rachel.  
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These speakers were followed by two very interesting presentations from members of the 

National Active Citizenship Network(NACN). These speakers were asked to share their 

experiences as a best practice example to others. Mary Flanagan from Clare VEC Family 

learning programme gave and overview of all the activities in Co, Clare since the VPSJ 

first delivered training before the  last local Elections. The community, voluntary and 

statutory bodies, like VEC and Clare Co. Council worked very well together and succeeded 

in getting many people registered and interested in voting. Mary’s presentation is attached 

to this report. It was disappointing on the day that we didn’t get to see the presentation 

because of a technical difficulty, because Co. Clare is indeed a model county in promoting 

Active Citizenship. 

 

Stephen Flitton from Warrenmount Education Centre in Dublin 8 gave a presentation on 

their successful evening with politicians entitled “I’m a Politician Get me out of here”. He 

had lots of advice and tips for delegates who were planning similar events in their own 

areas. Stephen’s presentation is also attached.  

 

After the lunch break, Justin Moran from EAPN, gave a short talk advising delegates of the  

EAPN hustings around the country to highlight issues of poverty. EAPN were interested in 

organising hustings with politicians around the  country and offered to help organise these 

events with local projects. Some people took up the offer and subsequently many meetings 

were held with NACM members in collaboration with EAPN. 

 

Sr. Phyllis Lee DC then spoke passionately about working with the different groups in her 

time facilitating the programme with VPSJ. She encouraged people attending to deliver the 

programme and offered support if they needed a co-facilitator or refresher training. This 

undoubtedly inspired people who may have had the ACP manual and charts lying on a shelf 

to dust them down and deliver the  programme to their groups.  

 

Mary Corridan from Discover Centre Darndale then gave a short talk about an interesting 

initiative in Darndale. The Voter Education Programme was delivered to a group of 

Traveller women and young men in her centre. Along with this they also had a course in 

photography. The participants were encouraged to take photographs in their community of 

good and bad scenes/events. These photos were then used to make a wall of issues. The 

photographs were on display on the  day at the  conference. The photos depicted scenes of 
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litter, syringes, to positives like the boxing club and neighbours chatting and ladies getting 

their hair done in a local salon. This was a very creative element to include with the  Voter 

Education workshop. It should encourage other groups to combine the voter education 

programme with creative ideas. VPSK welcome all new ideas to encourage and share them 

with other groups. 

 

Carina Fitzgerald, Development Officer with VPSJ gave a short presentation on VPSJ new 

website www.vote.ie. This is resource for both the  general public and NACN members. 

There is a lot of information on Voting, why we should vote, quirky ideas like how one 

vote has made a difference through history. There is useful information on registration, 

postal votes as well as links to the  registration forms. The members section of the  website 

ahs all brochures and posters which can be downloaded by member and printed, preferably 

on a coloured printer for maximum effect or printed professionally. There is also a section 

with members news, detailing events around the country and other ideas and initiatives, 

Any further ideas for the website, are warmly welcomed by VPSJ. 

 

Sr. Bernadette then gave a wonderful presentation on ideas to promote active citizenship. 

These ideas ranged from Voter Registration coffee morning, to organising evenings with 

politicians, to tips press release, dealing with the media and radio interviews. All details are 

attached to this report. This was followed by the main round table discussion where 

delegates discussed the ideas and selected ideas that they would run with in their own 

centres as well as coming up with new ideas for strategies to encourage participation in the 

election. The facilitators from the 11 tables then fed back the ideas that they had noted on 

the flip charts and again more ideas were highlighted and shared. 

 

The conference was a great success with very positive feedback from all who attended. 

Many left with renewed energy and ideas for initiatives for the Election. One of the main 

taking points of the conference was the wonderful wall of issues prepared by SR. Phyllis 

lee Dc which was on display in the conference room. This ideas was adopted widely by 

many who attended and there were many walls of issues on display throughout the country 

in the run up to the Election. These issues were highlighted to politicians at Q &A evenings 

or when they visited the centres.  

Overall the conference was an enjoyable and successful day and the hard work that went 

into organising it paid off in the increased interest in the election an increased voter turnout.    
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Defining active citizenship

Families and Active Citizenship Education, EU Project
By Terry Fiehn, England

Writer and Educator



Defining active citizenship

• No one definition partly because of difficulty of defining 
word citizenship. No standard model of what an active 
citizen is.

• Notion that there is declining engagement in traditonal 
democratic processes. People need to be engaged as ‘active 
citizens’ so that they can take informed decisions about 
their lives, communities and workplaces. But people lack 
the skills, knowledge and understanding to become 
engaged. Particularly true for people with little formal 
education and most at risk of social exclusion.

• Key question: Is ‘doing good’ good citizenship?



Some definitions

• Citizenship Foundation
‘The term ‘citizenship’ is also used to refer to involvement in public 
life and affairs – sometimes known as active citizenship. Citizenship 
in this sense is applied to a wide range of activities – from voting in 
elections and standing for political office to taking an interest in 
politics and current affairs. It refers not only to rights and 
responsibilities laid down in the law, but also to general forms of 
behaviour– social and moral – which societies expect of their citizens. 

• Active citizenship centre
Active citizenship means citizens taking opportunities to become
actively involved in defining and tackling the problems of their
communities and improving their quality of life. 



Ireland
Two broad definitions:

1. Involvement in voluntary activity
2. Wider civic, political and social particpation including 
right to be involved in decisions that affect them (public 
policy/services)
+ certain principles such as inclusiveness, equality 

and diversity
+ right to challenge policies and actions



Characteristics of active citizenship

• Participation in the community

• People are empowered to influence the decisions which 
affect their lives

• Knowledge and understanding of the 
political/social/economic context of their participation so 
that they can make informed decisions

• Able to challenge existing structures



Take part
‘Active citizenship is concerned with more that learning 
‘the rules of the game’ and how to participate within 
existing structures. Active citizenship should be defined 
more broadly to encompass active learning for political 
literacy and empowerment, addressing structures and 
relations to power and working to change these, where 
necessary, in the pursuit of social inclusion and social 
justice agendas.’



Clare Active Citizenship          
Network
2000 – 2007
Mary Flanagan
Clare Family 
Learning Project



2000-2004

• Mid-West Support 
Agency for Com. Dev. 
Projects set up training

• CDPs then set up a 
number of ‘Meet the 
Politicians’ meetings

• Some follow up 
meetings after 
elections

• CDP’s Kilrush and 
Scarrif, Senior 
Traveller Training 
Centre, Ennis.

• Groups representing 
people with 
disabilities

• West Clare Women’s 
Forum



2004 - Voter Education Training

• 2 Adult Literacy Tutors attended with focus 
on literacy needs of students

• Delivered to 24 peers in Adult Education in 
4 centres in Clare 

• These tutors delivered to Adult 
Literacy/Education students in Co. Clare



Co. Clare (Pop. 110,950 – 2006 census)



Clare Active Citizenship 
Network

2004 - 2007

Adult Literacy Tutors

Voter Education Training
Sept 2006

Community Education Clarecare Social Services County Council Com. Dev.

Clare Active Citizenship Network

Refresher Course 2006

Adult Literacy Tutors with others

Voter Education Training 2004



Citizenship Workshop
• Lifelong Learning Conference in Clare 

October 2006
• Included 2 workshops on ‘Active 

Citizenship’ 
• Findings of these forwarded to the 

Taskforce on Active Citizenship.



Voter Registration Week 
23rd-27th October 2006

• Used Gallery Walk 
with permission from 
VPSJ facilitators

• Added easy 
explanations on how 
to complete form

• VPSJ linked with up 
to date information on 
who can vote when

• Articles in two local 
papers

• Slot on Clare FM
• Display in 80 

locations in county
• Ad Ed Tutors part of 

their class work
• CLLN website link



Voter Registration Display -
Ennis



Work done 2007
• Continued to promote registration with new 

register of electors - Citizen Information 
Service Clare FM Radio Slot

• Training delivered to Community Groups
• ‘Women in Politics’ talk organised by Clare 

Womens’ Network
• St. Josephs’ Traveller Training Centre

– Used Draft Register and Community Garda



Into the Communities

Meeting held on                  
20th February for 
Community       
Groups to             
reach local people
and provide
Active
Citizenship 
Education



At present 2007

• Community Education providing free tutors 
county wide to community groups

• Promotion at Clare Lifelong Learning 
Network meetings

• Promotion on Clare Lifelong Learning 
website

• Clare Womens’ Network Voter Education 
Workshop 21st April ( to reach100 women)



Into the future:

• Family Learning using Active Citizenship
in themed classes

• Involved in EU project bringing Active 
Citizenship to Families  EU wide

• Active Citizenship promotion by 
Community Development Groups locally

• Renewed interest with upcoming election



Warrenmount Community 
Education and Development Centre

I’m a Politician. 
Get Me Outta Here!

Thursday 30th November 2006



I’m a Politician. 
Get Me Outta Here!

Vincentian 
Partnership for Social 

Justice 
Voter Education 

Programme 
at 

Warrenmount CED 
Centre



I’m a Politician. 
Get Me Outta Here!

Consulted with the politicians on whether 
the title was suitable. 

The representatives agreed that it was a 
good title that would catch the eye.



I’m a Politician. 
Get Me Outta Here!

Originally planned for 
early on a Wednesday 

evening. 

Bryan Dobson 
(Chairperson) was not 

available.



I’m a Politician. 
Get Me Outta Here!

Thursday 30th November was set and we 
contacted the politicians. Fine Gael’s Gay 

Mitchell could not attend.

Cllr. Catherine Byrne kindly substituted



I’m a Politician. 
Get Me Outta Here!

Posters & flyers 
printed up and 

distributed around the 
community, in the 

schools & around the 
various classes in the 

Centre.  
Invitation to submit 

questions.



I’m a Politician. 
Get Me Outta Here!

Many of the questions were prevalent on 
the ‘Wall of Issues.’

Questions distributed to politicians and 
Bryan Dobson beforehand.



I’m a Politician. 
Get Me Outta Here!

It was decided to hire 
a P.A. as a tool to 

control the 
discussion. 

We did not want it to 
turn into a ‘shouting 

match.’



I’m a Politician. 
Get Me Outta Here!

Before each question was asked the Bryan 
asked the questioner whether they were 

members of any political party.



I’m a Politician. 
Get Me Outta Here!

First question was 
from a member of the 
Polish Community & 

concerned the 
immigrant population.



I’m a Politician. 
Get Me Outta Here!

Many of the issues raised were 
interconnected and a discussion on 

Housing would also raise related issues, 
e.g. Transport and the Environment.



I’m a Politician. 
Get Me Outta Here!

Lively discussion with 
plenty humour and 
banter between the 

representatives.



I’m a Politician. 
Get Me Outta Here!

Short talk by the Deputy Director of the 
Centre, Pius McHugh.



I’m a Politician. 
Get Me Outta Here!

Pauline McGaley 
(Director of the 

Centre) presents 
Bryan Dobson with a 

basket of organic 
produce.



I’m a Politician. 
Get Me Outta Here!

Tea and coffee served and a photograph of 
the representatives.



I’m a Politician. 
Get Me Outta Here!

Left to right. Cllr Catherine Byrne. Tony McDermott. Aengus O’Snodaigh
TD.  Dr. Mary Upton TD. Sean Ardagh TD



Warrenmount Community 
Education and Development Centre

I’m a Politician. 
Get Me Outta Here!

Thursday 30th November 2006



WWW.VOTE.IEWWW.VOTE.IE

…its Your Voice 



www.vote.ie

Purpose of Website

To Encourage people to Vote
How to Register and How to Vote
The Right to Vote – History of the Vote
Who to Vote For?
Interesting Facts – One Vote ! 
What Else Can I do? 



www.vote.ie

Election 2007

Guide to General Election
Election Issues
Constituencies & Canditates
Election News – eg Prisoners Vote



www.vote.ie

Guide to Registration

How to Register to Vote
Key Dates
Citizenship – Who can Vote in each Election
All forms can be downloaded
10 Things Voters Should Know



Check Register 
On-line

www.vote.ie

People may check their details by logging on 
to www.checktheregister.ie

By keying in name and address people can 
check if they are on the register and check 
venue of their polling station 



Key Dates – Voter 
Registration
www.vote.ie

November 1st – Draft Register Published
November 25th – Final Date for checking draft 
register
February 1st – Full Register Published
February 15th – New Register comes into force
February 15th to 15 days before polling day –
Supplementary Register is used 



www.vote.ie

Voter Education/Active Citizenship 
Workshops
What are they?
Content & Purpose of each Unit, Duration etc 
Training For Trainers option
Downloadable Brochure



www.vote.ie

How Are We Governed?
Information on: 

Dail
Local Council
E U



www.vote.ie

National Active Citizenship Network 
Members  - NACN Section
Information on the NACN
News from Members – Initiatives, local 
issues 
Resources/Toolbox – posters & brochures
What Members Can Do – submit news, 
advertise workshop, submit weblink, submit 
canditate information to Election Guide



www.vote.ie

Acknowledgements

www.vote.ie made possible thanks to a 
small grant from the Department of 
Community Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs

www.vote.ie - designed by DeepBlue



www.vote.ie

“A Man ought to Vote with the whole 
of himself, as he worships or gets 
married. A man ought to Vote with 
his head and heart, his soul and 
stomach, his eyes for faces and his 
ear for music.” 
(G. K. Chesterton 1874 – 1936))



www.vote.ie

“Bad Officials are Elected by 
Good Citizens Who do not 
Vote” 
(George Jean Nathan)



Goal - to encourage people in a non - party 
political way to vote and to use their vote effectively.

Five Strategies
1.  Non voters and people who may not be registered.
2.  People who are registered, have participated in the 

active citizenship/voter education workshops or are 
otherwise familiar with the electoral process.

3.  Meetings with candidates.
4.  Media. 
5. Distribution of Election Material
6.  Other 



Strategy 1 – Non voters and people who may not be registered
Tactics
A. Facilitate the Active Citizenship/Voter Education 

Programme. 
B. Coffee and Registration Morning (Supplementary)
• Organise a morning, evening or afternoon event in the 

local community centre.
• Advertise event in local shops, meeting places, local radio 

and print media.
• Prepare venue posters, brochures, provide model of 

completed ballot sheet with brief explanation.
• Ensure presence of a Community Garda to stamp  

supplementary forms.
• Use opportunity to construct wall of issues.



Strategy 2 - People who are registered, have participated in 
The Active Citizenship/Voter Education Programme or are 
otherwise familiar with the electoral process.

Tactics 
A. Refresher Workshops – focusing on:
• Gallery walk.
• Ballot sheet.
• Wall of issues.
• Developing a position on an issue.
• Road map.
• Voter profile.
• Candidate profiles – using candidate literature or   

new profiles on website  www.vote.ie



• Construct large Wall of Issues – mount in a 
prominent place and encourage visitors to your 
Centre to add their issue (have coloured paper, 
markers and  newspaper pictures on hand).

• Develop Road Map on 2 or 3 most frequently 
mentioned issues, enlarge and display beside 
wall of issues.

• Contact local media with a view to interviewing 
some participants 

• Send letter to election candidates about issues
(Page 3)

• Invite candidates to the Community Centre to 
respond to Wall of Issues and Road Maps.



C.  Create a press release on “our position” on important 
issues using road map as a template and a short letter 
(Page 4)

D.  Candidate Profile – develop profile of “The Right 
Candidate”. 
Send to candidates and invite responses (Page 5)

E. Tour of Local Area
Design tour of local area highlighting success stories 
and areas needing serious attention.  When candidates 
visit centre invite them to respond   (Page 6)



Strategy 3 - Meetings with Candidates

• Plan a general meeting with all candidates 
• Advertise event – local radio, print media, 

shops etc.,
• Invite people to submit questions in advance 
• Prepare venue – posters, wall of issues etc.
• Engage an experienced chairperson
• Plan process eg. 30 mins per issue
• Each candidate 3-4 minutes to address issues



Strategy 4 – Media

• Send Press Release to local media (Page 7)

• Plan interview with local radio (Page 9)



Strategy 5 - Distribution of  Election  
Material

• Distribute Posters, Leaflets etc – encourage 
display in prominent places – organise 
leaflet drop. Posters are available at 
conference today and also available to 
download from the National Active 
Citizenship Network (NACN) members 
section on our website www.vote.ie



Phase 1  Presentation on Possible Election Strategies 

Phase 2  Allow 10mins for Participants to read 
handout on Presentation and to select at individual 
level a strategy/strategies on which to focus.

Phase 3 Reach consensus on which strategy (1st ) to 
commence work. Name strategy, discuss, identify 
and record tactics. 



Strategy 1 Name
Tactic A   
Tactic B   
Tactic C 
Tactic D

Strategy 2 Name
Tactic A   
Tactic B   
Tactic C 
Tactic D



Election 2007 Preparation 
‘Being Part of the Action’ 

 
Goal - to encourage people in a non - party political 
way to vote and to use their vote effectively. 

 
Five Strategies 
 
1.  Non voters and people who may not be registered. 
2. People who are registered, have participated in the 

active citizenship/voter education workshops or 
are otherwise familiar with the electoral process. 

3.   Meetings with candidates. 
4.   Media.  
5. Distribution of Election Material 

 
Strategy 1  -  Non voters and people who may not be registered 
 
Tactics   
A. Facilitate the Active Citizenship/Voter Education Programme.  
 
B.  Coffee and Registration Morning (Supplementary)       

• Organise a morning, evening or afternoon event in the local community 
centre. 

• Advertise event in local shops, meeting places, local radio and print media. 
• Prepare venue posters, brochures, provide model of completed ballot sheet 

with brief explanation. 
• Use opportunity to construct wall of issues. 
• Ensure presence of a Community Garda to stamp supplementary forms. 

 
 
Strategy 2 - People who are registered, have participated in Active 
Citizenship/Voter Education Programme or are otherwise familiar with 
the electoral process. 
 
Tactics  
  A. Refresher Workshops – focusing on: 

• Gallery walk. 
• Ballot sheet. 
• Wall of issues. 
• Developing a position on an issue. 
• Road map. 
• Voter profile. 
• Candidate profiles – using candidate literature or new profiles on website 

www.vote.ie  
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B.  Construct large Wall of Issues – mount in a prominent place and encourage 
visitors to your Centre to add their issue (have coloured paper, markers and 
newspaper pictures on hand). 

• Develop Road Map on 2 or 3 most frequently mentioned issues, enlarge and 
display beside wall of issues. 

• Contact local media with a view to interviewing some participants  
• Send letter to election candidates about issues (see below, page 3) 
• Invite candidates to the Community Centre to respond to Wall of Issues and 

Road Maps. 
 
C. Create a press release on “our position” on important issues using road  
         map as a template and a short letter (see below, Page 4) 
 
D. Candidate Profile – develop profile of “The Right Candidate”.  
           Send to candidates and invite responses (see below, Page 5) 
 
E. Tour of Local Area 
       Design tour of local area highlighting success stories and areas needing  
       serious attention.  When candidates visit centre invite them to respond    
            (see below, Page 6) 
 
 
Strategy 3 - Meetings with Candidates 
 

• Plan a general meeting with all candidates  
• Advertise event – local radio, print media, shops etc., 
• Invite people to submit questions in advance  
• Prepare venue – posters, wall of issues etc. 
• Engage an experienced chairperson 
• Plan process eg. 20 mins per issue 
• Each candidates 3-4 minutes to address issues 

 
 
Strategy 4 – Media 
 

• Send Press Release to local media (see below, Page 7 & 8) 
• Plan interview with local radio (see below, Page 9 &10) 
 

 
Strategy 5  - Distribution of  Election Material 
 
Distribute Posters, Leaflets etc – encourage display in prominent places – organise 
leaflet drop. Posters are available at conference today and also available to 
download from the National Active Citizenship Network (NACN) members section 
on our website www.vote.ie 

        
     

              The Vincentian Partnership for Social Justice, 2007  
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90 Second Letter to Candidates 
 

Can you write a letter in 90 seconds? ! 
 
And effective letter contains these 4 essential ingredients: 

a) State your organisation (if relevant). 
b) Mention something specific. 
c) Give your reasons. 
d) Ask for a response. 

 

    

Your Address 

Date 
 

Their Address  
 
Dear ………….., 
 
I am a member of the Active Citizens Group attached to the Hollytree 
Family Centre, which serves 1,800 people on an annual basis. 
 
In the light of the coming election we draw your attention to a particular 
issue which is of major concern to the people in the area - The inadequacy 
of the lowest current social welfare rates (€185.80), which make it 
impossible for recipients to meet the cost of living. 
 
This issue, to a large extent, accounts for the high level of deprivation in 
Hollytree.  
 
We look forward to receiving your considered response, which will 
influence our votes in 2007. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Your Name 
 

A 

B 

C 

D 

 
 
 
 

The Vincentian Partnership for Social Justice, 2007 

 
3



Position Paper Inadequate Social Welfare 
                                                                                            (Based on Road Map) 

 
Inadequate Social Welfare Rates 

 
 
The people who are affected are : 
Pensioners, carers, people with a disability, people who are unemployed, lone parents and 
their children. 
 
They are affected in the following ways : 
 

• Never have enough money to make ends meet 
• Cannot buy nutritious food for their children  
• Children drop out of school when they see the struggle of their parents 
• Health suffers because of poor nutrition 
• The area becomes run down 
• There is a risk of stress related illness and of anti social behaviour 

 
The reasons for this situation : 
 

• increasing social welfare rates to meet the cost of living is not a priority for the 
government  

• people who are well off are not aware of the struggle of families on a low income to 
make ends meet  

• the lack of representation of low income families in the Dail 
 
 
Those who gain are: 
High-income earners who pay low taxes 
Other sections of the population who receive public funding  
Money lenders who benefit from people’s poverty  
 
Those who lose :
Pensioners, carers, people with a disability, unemployed people, lone parents and their 
children. 
 
Response of a Just Society  
A just society would ensure that the resources of the country could be fairly distributed and 
that decisions would be in favour of citizens who have the greatest needs. 
 
Our Request/Demands 
• an annual increase of €20 in the National Budget for social welfare payments until the 

rates meet the cost of a minimum essential budget 
• the establishment of a recognised cost of a minimum essential standard of living 
• that decisions  regarding all social welfare payments be adequacy proofed. 
 
 
 

The Vincentian Partnership for Social Justice, 2007 
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Urgent! 
Wanted! 

The Right Candidate! 
To Represent!  

Hollytree! 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Vision of Society   
A candidate whose vision is fair, compassionate, providing equality of access 
to an adequate income, appropriate housing, health and education and legal 
services 
 
 
Influences 
A candidate who is influenced by the following groups 

• young families with large housing and childcare costs 
• low income families who struggle to make ends meet on inadequate 

social welfare and minimum wage rates 
• residents in areas in which there is a rapid increase in anti-social 

behaviour, substance abuse, crime, road deaths and suicide. 
 
Position on Specific Issues  
A candidate who has a strong and constructive position on issues and a 
commitment to take action on the following:  
 

• Childcare - substantial annual increase in affordable and accessible 
childcare places (e.g. 50 per annum) 

 
• Social Welfare – that all the lowest social welfare rates be increased by 

€20 in each of the next three annual budgets until the rates can be 
shown to meet the cost of living.  

 
• Anti Social Behaviour  -  provide as a matter of urgency sport and other 

social facilities for young people in the Hollytree area and from 2008 
extend the school completion programme to all disadvantaged areas. 
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Candidate Tour 
‘Getting to Know Hollytree’ 

 
Organised by members of:  
The Hollytree Active Citizens Group 
 
8.30 am  
Meet Candidates at bus stop. 
 
9.00 am 
Arrive at local primary school to see overcrowding/class sizes/prefabs. 
 
10.00am 
Visit elderly couple on top floor of apartment block in which the lift is out of order 
and listen to the couple as they describe their efforts to make ends meet. 
 
11.30am 
Walk round the estate and see the number of young teenagers and children who are 
not at school  
 
12.30am  
Visit the local Family Resource Centre which has childcare facilities for participants 
of their courses and listen to adults who cannot return to full time education or 
employment because of the lack of affordable and accessible childcare. Also hear 
about the success and life changing experiences of the users of the centre. 
Unfortunately the centre can only meet the needs of a relatively small number of 
people.  
 
1.30pm  
Join some pensioners for the mid-day-meal, speak to volunteers who provide this 
service with little support. 
 
2.30p.m. 
Visit A&E Department of local hospital and examine statistics. 
 
3.30pm  
Walk around an area where there are no facilities for young people.  
 
4.30pm  
Meet young substance abusers (on probation) at a resource centre and listen to their 
concerns. 
 
5.00pm 
Get bus back into City. –  on journey note traffic problems, lack of buses.  
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 Press Release  
 
 
Hollytree –  
A Community struggling to make ends meet in 
the Ireland of 2007. 
 

We, the members of the Hollytree Active 
Citizens Group represent the 1800 people who 
use the Hollytree Family Resource Centre on a yearly basis. 
 

The majority of the people in the area are dependent on social welfare 
payments or the minimum wage. They cannot make ends meet. These 
payments do not correspond with the cost of a minimum essential 
lifestyle.  
 

 As a result many people cannot afford to give their children 
nutritious food . 

 

 Parents frequently suffer from stress related illnesses. 
 

 Older children drop out of school when they see their parents 
struggle with an inadequate income. 

 

 The area has become run down. There is no post office, bank, and 
insufficient childcare places and no sport and social facilities for 
young people. 

 

 At this pre-election time we will examine closely the position of each 
candidate on these issues. 

 

 We will use our vote to achieve a better standard of living for all 
people dependent on social welfare and the minimum wage. 

 

 A meeting is arranged for the 16th of May at 7pm in the Hollytree 
Family Resource Centre. An invitation is being sent to each candidate 
to address the issue. A large attendance of voters will be present.  

 
Our campaign for social welfare and minimum wage rates which meet the 
cost of living will continue after the election.  
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Writing Press Releases 
 
A press release serves many purposes.   
It may explain a new report, announce an 
upcoming event, reveal your position on an 
issue, or provide background information.  It 
expresses a point of view you would like to see 
reiterated by the media in a  headline and in  
the way the story is reported.    
 

 For a press release, write a catchy title and lead sentence that hooks 
the reporter or editor into your story. 

 
 Put the most important information first. Include who, what, where, 
when, why and how in the first paragraph. Be accurate with all the 
information.  

 
 The press release should be double-spaced. Keep it to two pages. 

 
 Include one or two sentences at the end of the release to describe 
your organisation. 

 
 Mail, fax, or hand deliver releases at least a week before you want 
the story to appear. 

 
 You can ask reporters not to release your story before a certain date 
and time of your choice. 

 
 Follow up with a telephone call to see if the reporter is going to cover 
your story. 

 
 This also helps to develop a relationship with the reporter, which in 
turn may enable you to get better coverage in the future. 
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Media – Radio Release (guidelines) 
 

 First of all I want to say that I am very pleased 
to have this opportunity to speak to your 
listeners. 

  
 The issue, which is a major concern for many 
people in Hollytree, is the total inadequacy of 
social welfare payments to meet the cost of a 
minimum essential standard of living. 

 
 Yesterday I was speaking with a young mother of a three-year-old 
girl and a ten-year-old boy. Her weekly income comes to €303.80 and 
is made up of €185.80 one parent family payment, €22.00 per child on 
child dependent allowance and €74.00 child benefit. She is a good 
manager and loves her children but she cannot feed her children 
properly and pay all her other bills.  
To have a minimum essential standard of living – and I mean a 
standard of living with no frills and no luxuries she would need 
€326.00 at a minimum. At the moment she has the choice of not 
feeding her children properly and staying within budget or giving  
them nutritious food and facing the problem of mounting debts. 
There is a serious lack of childcare places in the area so she cannot 
get back to employment or return to education. There will be poverty 
in Hollytree as long as there are poor services and people struggling 
with an inadequate income. 

 
 There are many people in Ireland who think there is no poverty left 
in Ireland. 

 
 We need TDs to work on behalf of all the people who exist on an 
inadequate income and who are trapped in poverty. 

 
 We need TDs who have the facts and figures of poverty at their 
finger tips and who are prepared to work for adequate social welfare 
rates and for better services – health, childcare, education, etc. 
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Interview Radio – (Preparation) 
 
 

 Avoid interviews on mobile phones  
     –in-studio is always best. 
 

 Switch off your mobile and lock 
your office door if you are being 
interviewed on a landline. 

 
 Start with the most interesting and important points. 

 
 Speak in lay-man’s terms; avoid too many figures. 

 
 Use human interest stories and localise your story. 

 
 Be polite when interrupting; only interrupt if you really need 
to. 

 
 Don’t feel obliged to answer a question, but don’t come across 
like you are covering up/avoiding an issue (Use:  I don’t have 
those facts to hand; I’m unaware of that case etc.). 

 
 Sum-up, even if this seems like repetition. 

 
 Don’t dwell on your mistakes, learn from them and move on.      
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The Issue: 
 
Inadequate Social 
Welfare Payments 
 

Step One: 
Listen to the life stories of 
those affected by the issue. 
 
Who are affected? 
• Pensioners 
• Carers, 
• People with a disability, 

People who are unemployed, 
• Lone parents and their 

children. 
How are they affected? 
• Never have enough money to 

make ends meet 
• Cannot buy nutritious food 

for their children  
• Children drop out of school 

when they see the struggle of 
their parents 

• Health suffers because of 
poor nutrition 

• Area becomes run down 
• Risk of stress related illness 

and of anti social behaviour. 
 

Step Two: 
Search out the facts. 
 
Why do you think this is 
happening? 

 
• increasing social welfare 

rates to meet the cost of 
living is not a priority for 
the government  

• people who are well off are 
not aware of the struggle of 
families on a low income to 
make ends meet  

• the lack of representation 
of low income families in 
the Dail 

 
 
Who do you think gains from 
the current situation? 

 
 
• High-income earners who 

pay low taxes 
• Other sections of the 

population who receive 
public funding  

• Money lenders who benefit 
from people’s poverty  

 
Who loses? 
 
• Pensioners, carers 
• people with a disability 
• unemployed people, 
•  lone parents and their 

children. 

Step Four: 
Find the political connection.
 
From you perspective, what 
specific actions could elected 
officials take to address this 
issue? 
 
• increase the annual 

social welfare 
payments by  €20 in 
the National Budget 
until the rates meet the 
cost of a minimum 
essential budget 

 
What would help promote 
these actions? 
 
• Lobby with groups 
• Highlight what will happen 

if no action is taken 
• Raise awareness about 

danger to the environment 
• Use your vote 
 

What would hinder these 
actions? 
• Apathy 
• No plan 
• Not voting 
• Accepting current situation.

 
 

Step Three: 
State your position on the 
issue. 
Review you vision of a just 
society. 
 
 
What do you believe about 
this issue? 
 
The present situation is 
unjust. The needs of 
people are not being 
recognised.  
 
 
How do you think a just 
society would respond to this 
issue? 
 
 
A just society would ensure that 
the resources of the country 
could be fairly distributed and 
that decisions would be in 
favour of citizens who have the 
greatest needs. 
 
 



 



 

Conference Election 2007 
“Being Part of the Action”  
Monday, April 2nd 2007 

        Attendees  
 
Name  

  
Address 

Ahearn Maria Waterford Emigration Network 
Andrews Anne Facilitator ACCORD  
Aspel Maria Older Womens Network 
Ayton  Neill Rock The Vote 
Barry Aisling  Dail Na Nog 
Bateman Tina Blakestown CDP 
Binchy  Owen  Nascadh CDP 
Bolger  Mary KFRC 
Bree Manus NWICN 
Breen Breda Mallow VEC 
Brennan Collette Carlow Adult Centre 
Burke  Liam  Midlands Prison Representative  
Byrne  Linda Kildare VEC 
Byrne Pauline Leitrim Mohill Family Support 
Byrnes Eileen Bray Partnership 
Carey Joan V.P.S.J. 
Carney Amy Independent Mothers Waterford 
Clare John Kare Social Services  
Cogavin Rose KFRC 
Conway John Limerick Prison 
Corcoran Brenda Mayfield CDP 
Corcoran Rudi Dail Na Nog 
Corridan Mary Discover Centre Darndale 
Cosgrove Paddy Rock the Vote 
Cronin Dolores KFRC 
Daniel Mary West Tallaght Resource Centre 
Deacy Tara Ballyfermot Partnership 
Doherty  David Donegal Local Development Co. 
Dow Martina 22 The Haven Glasnevin Dublin  
Dowling Brendan Dublin City Community Forum 
Doyle James Dail Na Nog 
Duffy Phil SWICN Dublin 
Flannery Mary Adult Education CollegeLimerick 
Flynn Jennifer NWICN 
Flynn  Paul St Patricks Institution, Dublin 
Fogarty Theida Kildare VEC 
Galligan Doris Carrickbawn, Ballinagh 
Garland Greg Mountjoy Prison 
Gellon Patricia Dublin City Council Forum 
Greene Maria West Tallaght 
Grogan Maria Naas VEC 
Gunter Frank Probation Services Limerick 
Harding Marie An Siol 
Harris Clodagh University College Cork  



Hoey Ciara Ballyfermot Partnership 
Hosey Olivia V.P.S.J. 
Hutchinston  Claire Dail Na Nog 
Jennings Noreen NWICN 
Joyce Tina Blakestown CDP 
Kavanagh Lisa Womens Project Waterford 
Kavanagh John Wheatfield Prison 
Kavanagh John Dail Na Nog 
Kearns Michelle Dolcain Project 
Keegan Marie Crosscare 
Kelly Stephanie Dail Na Nog 
Kenny  Laura The Linkage Programme, Co Meath 
Kerrigan Margaret Traveller Initiative  Dungarvan 
Kidd Eileen West Tallaght Partnership 
Kingston Rosemary Avondhu Dev. Mallow 
Lane Catherine  Ballymun Partnership 
Leahy Hazel South West Cavan CDP 
Lee Paula CITIS, Syhil Hill 
Loftus Ann Ennis Clare Care 
Lonergan Paula Northwall Womens Group  
Massey Deirdre West Tallaght Resource Centre 
Mc Carron Philip  Dail Na Nog 
Mc Cormack Cliona Rehab 
Mc Dermott Richard Crosscare 
McGrath Noreen Mercy Centre, Coolock 
Mc Fadden Evelyn Athy  
Mc Kenna  Marian Travact Clonshaugh 
McCarthy Michael NWICN 
McTeigue Lorraine South West Cavan CDP 
Molloy Anne Ballymun Welfare 
Monaghan Sheilann Tallaght Partnership 
Mooney Marie D 12 Women’s Action Group 
Moore Bernie SPICE C/o of Tralee CDP 
Morris Gary Enable Ireland 
Murdiff Joseph Crosscare 
Murphy Ciara Aontas 
Murphy Mary  V.P.S.J. 
Nolan Joe Portlaoise Prison 
O’ Hanlon Nora ABCE Centre Jigginstown  Naas 
O’Brien Tim Clare 
O’Connell DC Louise  Killlinarden FRC 
O’Mahony Sandra STLPI Clonmel  
O’Neill Claire Curragh Pride FRC 
O’Reilly Niamh Aontas 
O’Reilly  Bridie Botanic Ave CE project  
O’Rourke Mary Drumlin CDP Carrickmacross 
O’Rourke Orla Wexford Area Partnership 
Palmer Ross Northside Partnership 
Price Kevin Simon Ballymahon Midlands  
Quilligan  Lisa Tralee Community Dev 
Reid  Eileen Tallaght Partnership 
Rep Castlerea Prison  
Roche Veronica Older Womens Network 



Rogers Paul Finglas Cabra Partnership 
Rooney Aine Ballymun Welfare Rights 
Ruane Brigid Whitefriar Street 
Ryan Fran Wexford Area Partnership 
Sargent Elizabeth TRAVACT Clonshaugh 
Shannon  Monica Corduff CDP 
Somers Kathleen Mercy Centre Coolock 
Sweeney  Damien Dail Na Nog 
Tierney Mary Portlaosie Prison 
Tobin Emma VEC Dungarvan 
Wall May RAPID  Partnership Tralee 
Wall Tom  Rapid Mallow 
Wallace  Mary Clare Tallaght Partnership 
Williams Isabelle ATD 
   
   
 Presenters  
Corridan  Mary  Discovery Centre,  Darndale 
Davis  Mary Task Force on Active  Citizenship  
English  Rachel RTE Journalist  
Fitzgerald Carina V.P.S.J. 
Flanagan Mary Clare Reading and Writing Scheme 

Adult Education Centre 
Flitton   Stephen Warrenmount  

CED Centre, Blackpitts D 8 
Lee DC Phyllis V.P.S.J. 
Mac Mahon DC  Bernadette V.P.S.J. 
 
 
 
 

  

   
   
    
 


